Retention rates across the University improved from 2000/01 to 2001/We chose a model with low materials-development costs: staff are largely
02 and from 2001/02 to 2002/03, although a range of factors hawgiting and making their own material to go onlifdone of this time is

contributed to this. costed herelt is a tribute to their commitment to high quality teaching that
Data will become available in summer 2005 about how learners use 8 many staff have put their time and energy into this.
and how it affects their learning approach. However, it has not been without frustrations for staff and students,
e.g. first-time around problems with rollover of Bb modules from one year
EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION _ _ to the next and non-enrolment of students onto modules in the Student
Why has the implementation gone as well as it has? We believe that thecord System.
key points are: The costs involved have shown that our deployment of the VLE is a
> an easy to use product; cost-effective and sustainable solution for enhancing the learning and
> resilient IT infrastructure; teaching experience.
> good team of academics and ICT staff to drive it;
> embedded into Learning & Teaching strategy with yearly
development targets;
>  cross-institutional staff buy-in and positive student opinion.
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Abstract o alsq being caused by the shift from the mainly verbal means of communication
This article demonstrates the consequences of civilisation changes cat rds a visual, iconic communication, favoured by the modern civilization
by the modern transfer toward the digital sign system of communicatioghq transmitted through the new media. Some people even suspéiee that

It shows those “personality” and “capacity” deficiencies which emergeptt to this new type of communication, based on a digital system of signs,
with a long-term exposure to the new media, and which can be m't'gaﬁgdiable to cause the development of a new type of a man in a civilization
or “prevented” through the frequent encounters with the literature. Theoyemed by the audio-visual means of communicatids.also believed

next step tries to find a model of classroom literature teaching wWhigRst this man will differ from the one developed by the form of the social

would enable literary education to realize those functional and educationgéhayiour in which the communication was performed through the written
goals and assignments that derive from the literature. Through that thesqium.

abilities can be (co)-created that tend to become stunted or not sufficientlyat first sight, such a scenario appears as anti-Utopian, and it can be

developed with a too long or too intensive usage of and the exposure tofgcted as being pessimistic in a Futurist sense due to the amount of

new media. discomfort it arouses. However, the observations on the actions linked
INTRODUCTION with the growth of so-called functional illiteracy, shéwe fact, that almost

Most literature dealing with the problems of the modern media and tE@If of the active population in the developed parts of the world are

new technologies can be, according to the current view of things, classif Hé]gctionally iliterate and that these people communicate only through an

; : : ; io-visual transmitter.
into two groups. The first one warns against the damaging consequen : ' . .
of the exposure to these so-called “electronic - drugs”. They are said. to he recent studies have confirmed thatgh#t from the written to the

increase aggressiveness and resorting to escapism which brings forwar ?#Sﬁirgggﬂ'?ﬁgggfacgt(f’;uz;%rrgg 22;[32? gL%me'ezmg:g?ﬁ ;q_t:gfn
the fact that the new technologies and media are a reality of our ti erts have proved that the ways of the man’s ercg1 tion and the co hition
(Boeckman, HiprL: 1989). This is the reason why the school and the teach P Y P p 9

. " : ; are changing slowly but persistently. The special studies have been
should make as much use of its creative potential as possible. undertaken measuring the way viewers of the television reports perceive

The schools have, in this respect, acquired a number of new tasks. the information. For example, the attempts were made to determine which
Alongside thestudents trainingfor the independent usage of the newreports are easiest to remember and which ones have the largest impact on

technologies, the new media and the traditional med@@in, 1992), the viewers. The results were quite straightforward: the viewers perceived

the schools should be abledetermine also the personality and the abilitymainly those messages which were supported by the picture(s). The news

deficiencies which emerge with a long term exposure to the new meiad to them by the reporters, vanished from their consciousness much

(receptive forms) and alswith a longer exposure to the new technologiesooner than those accompanied by a video-tape recording.

(active forms - play, learning). Hence they should use the new technologiehis process has at least two consequences:

and the new medifor the educative process. They should introduce such

activities which would prevent potential deficiencasd guarantee the > With the development of the rational type of a man, linked

development of those forms of perception or such sensitivity of thought  particularly with the visual means of communicatimmovided by

and such forms of creativity, for which it has been/will be established that ~ the modern electronics, it may just happen thathihmanity will

the usage of/the exposure to the new media will/does not cause them to lose some of its perceptual capacities and with that some emotive

become stunted persons or cause them not even to develop. These are the forms and patterns of thought. Theientific literature warns about

tasks the media reality is faced with in the literary classes and in the the possibility of a man becoming immune to everything that does

education process. They are the tasks which need to reconsider also the not come through the visual transmitter and to all that cannot be

main goals of the literary education and to define which methods of teaching ~ processed into a clear picture. Such prospects can lead to a “primitive

the literature reading should be given the priority in the context of largely forms of motioning”, which means that a man could eventually

passive forms of consumption of the media spae®gScHLAEGER 1997). become deprived of all the emotions and of all moods that cannot be
How to structure the literary education to also become the media  visualized. It is necessary to take the fear regarding this problem
education? very seriously. Namely all these: the human yearning, the Utopias
and anti-Utopias, the dialectic thinking, the ambivalence of emotional

THE USE OF THE NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND THE NEW conduct, the unconscious dreams, the “poeticizing” - where one
MEDIA CAUSES THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE symbol can stand for more than one thing, the creating of symbols
RATIONAL TYPE OF A MAN between the subject and the object, the specific moods and the

The problem area, exposed by the experts dealing with the influence of  atmospheres cannot be captured or only to a limited extent, in a
the media as probably the most important one, is the hypothesis of  quick succession of pictures. It may just happen that the imagination
unavoidable logical changes, which has throughout the history of mankind  and the creativity will be run down by the stereotyping of the pictures
been caused by every change in the communication medium. It is currently  over-loaded with the action ¢Ekwenka, 1985).
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> The second consequence looks at the first sight quite illogical. TA@ example: ) _ _ _
generation, which functions mainly in an oral and visual code, has We wanted to read with the children 7 years of age, the African fairy tale
almost lost the possibility of inner visualisation on the base of thEhe Story of a Cayman. We were aware, that there are going to be difficulties,

verbal information.From a closer perspective, the people, who haH!an @ Slovene child doesn't have an idea, how a Cayman and jackal (the
spent their lives in the environment, which does not provide tHBaI literary characters of this fairy tale) look like. So we could expect, that

necessity to use the imagination - simply do not develop their creatit}¢ '2¢k of capacity to build the inner visualisation of the main literary
and imaginative potentials. Watching movies, cartoons and playi aracters of the story will stop the reception process - and the children

with perfect toys like Barby dolls, cars, robots on the remote contrij!| 'éfuse the fairy tale as “not interesting”. However, the story has a very
are the activities, through which the child gets all the information. {EEP. €thical message, and we wanted to share it with our children. So we
is not necessary to imagine something, because everything is th egided to tell it to the older children (age 10) who already have the inner

—in a perfect form. The consequence of such imaginary non-acti Ucture of the fairy tale and who already know, who does what in the
life is a sleepy imlagination and means the absence of creatity tale - even without knowing, how the main character looks like. We

thinking. Without thedeveloped capability of creative thinking a aSked these children to draw the picture book of The Story of a Cayman.
man cannot deal with the new situatiohg/she cannot solve the W& scanned it, put it into the computer and finally made the presentation
problems, he/she had never solved before, he cannot create i The story of a Cayman to the younger children. With the help of
better world. he/she cannot provide beauty' and artd he/she imagination of the older children, now they have listened to the story. With
cannot provide the inner pictures of literary characters and literafQ€ NelP of the illustration, they could decide which character is good and
space, while reading or listening to the fairy-tales and the storie hich bad - and they could understand its role in the story. After the second

' reading we have checked the understanding of ethical message. We asked

In order to prevent all these consequences, the schools and ihg(Ch"dfe“ to tell us the story of a Cayman and the second story of a
teachers should not allow that the new forms of communication replaid¥<a- 'If'h_e a}[nclallysm of tgoset stgrltﬁ_s st_howeF&) us thz"gOTe message of the
the old ones. They should consider how to structure their educatio f'cart'h arry ate vl\gaslun_ erstood this |m(_ag( 'GEtL: ) th)' Hild i

process to reach its goals and at the same time encourage the developmenf. the new technologies can on one side motivate the child's creative

of pupils’ creative thinking. This can be done in all fields of school ”f%_)r?cejss t(thtﬁ dlr_?wuggs megta:ly con%tlrutcrfed tthe e'd%t'c plt(r:]turestwhlli
like in learning science, in the frame of arts educationufd-Soox,  lstening to the literature) and also enable them to reproduce the pictures to

2000) and also in the area of literary educationa@1997: koroicer, € Other children, who still need some support by creating the literary
1994 and 2003). ' ' " world images to enjoy at mental “observation” of the literary action in the

literary time and space. We may not forget: the children have enormous
ount of the visual representations in store, gained through the endless
ours of watching the television programme. And if we render them capable
of mobilizing all the riches in order to direct their mental energy into the
creation of eidetic images as they listen to the fairy tales and the poems,

THE VISUALISATION, THE INNER VISUALISATION AND they will create the literary worlds, beautiful beyond imagination.

THE RETURN TO THE ORAL TRANSFER OF THE CONCLUSION

FAIRYTALES, SUPPORTED WITH THE NEW - . . i

TECHNOLOGIES The Ilteraturg as well as the literary education _and the e>_(p_I0|tat|on of the
Here the essential question should be raised: what can we do abouf'@¥ technologies, are thus closely connected - if we admit it or not. In its

The teachers should be able to make the use of all possibilities given by St €lementary form we could prove this connection with determining

: : ; : inverse ratio between the reading and the exposing to the new media.
g:leecnc:r;enqﬂﬁ?ggti%fnr%z:]c(;] '?g sblfggg?t tirt1ewpi>tr;]nt§|cli mgd;lijcrﬂ,ng;tg mtlﬁg tnoe gwever, a closer look of the relationship between them showed that such

technologies are offering correlations should be investigated also in depth and not only on the surface.
Further through the oral communication, the literature acquires those Ve Nave to point out that the civilization changes caused by the modern

literary forms which were created for the oral medium. It thus gains a ndgnSfer toward the digital sign system of communication enable the
opportunity to shine in its original beauty. The teachers can use the jldren’s literature in their original beauty. This gives us the opportunity

communication to neutralise the consequences of intensive media exposgréS€ cl_hlldre(;\s Ilter_atu(;%m the sct?ool process Lor r|1eutraI|2|ng those
changing into a real type of a man. With this we are referring to t&erts]ona ity an d_capacny ifferences that emerge with a long term exposure
potentials concealed in thiadividual adaptations of the textual signals © e new media.

into the recipient’s eidetic representatior@n this occasion, the literary g|BLIOGRAPHY

didactics should switch from the story reading to stary-telling This Boeckmann, K., HiprL B., Fernsehen. Sucht oder Bereicherung?

way thetelling of the literatureis more suggestive than the reading of ity;ntersuchungen zum Kindlichen Fernsehverhalten im Kabelzeitalter
The listener has at his/her disposal all the mental energy he/she needgid@na: W. Braumueller. 1989.

enrich the relatively scarce information given in the text by the author for o cowenka K. Schulprobleme vor dem Horizont neuer Meditm
the forming of the eidetic imagesf the literary persons, the literary action pja peutsche Sc’huleﬁ 157. 1985
and the space. With the listening, i.e. only with the listening to the literature geperschiaecer E. Massenmedien in OesterreicBerichte zur
the reader cadevelop the vivid richness of his imaginary presentat'onj«/}edienforschung. Vienna: Bundeskanzleramt, Bundespressedienst, 1997.
since the reading of the literature takes away the mental energy needed Tt pyyn A. English teaching and media educatiduckingham.
creating imaginary representations. Philadelphia: Open University Press, 1992.

However, in this context it is impossible to overlook the fact that some 4,5 "G, Handlungs- und produktionsorientierter Literaturunterricht.
children of the electronic age are exposed to the visually complete imagingfaorie und Praxix eines “anderen” Literaturunterrichts fuer Primar-
products for extremely long periods of time. The children than have g Sekundarstufdeipzig: Kallmeyer, 1997.

sleepy imagination. Their imagination has not been used - and can not b orpicer, M., Miadinska literatura, otroci in ugiteljiLjubljana: Zavod
particularly vivid - even if the child finds himself in a position of needingsg 74 %olstvo in gport, 1994.

it. The pictures of the literary world created by these children are neither oepicer. M Recepcija afriskih pripovedk na drugem koncu sveta
colourful nor attractive enough to compete with those which are withogf ok in knj’iga.’Gl 5.28. 2004. '
any particular effort conveyed through the films and the cartoons. g oeniger, M., &ca, M., O knjisevni osebi in horizontu prieakovanj v
However, if these problems are tackled with the appropriate .Strateg'EFedoperativnem in operativnem obdobju otrokovega bralnega razvoja.
a solution for them will eventually be found. As present-day children "’(‘fezik in slovstva8 [2], 53-72, 2003.
5 ) ,

largely of the audio-visual type, and the non-literary environment markedly k oeniger, M., Pouk literature in medijska vzgoj@trok in knjiga, 41
provides for training and gaining the sensitivity, the literary classes coWg 53 1997, T
take place in such a manner that children are trained to transform thgyne-Sook. A. Analogies of Creativity and Curriculum Standards
information from the audio to the visual medium and later from the writtgg, Integrating the Arts for Creative EducatidDREAITA. Journal of the

to the visual medium. Primarily, this is the case of so-called iNnngfanire for Research and Education in the Altg1], 60-83, 2000
visualization, a capacity of an inner visual eidetic representation of the ' ' '

elements of the inner structure of the literary wivkth the new technologies
we can help children in the literary classes to solve this prablem

And above all: the schools and the teachers should not allow that
new forms of communication replace the old ones.
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